
Regular Monthly Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board 
Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

I. Call to order 
Supervisor Art Baer called to order the regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town 
Board at 7:30 pm on March 16, 2010, in the Hillsdale Town Hall.  The meeting 
began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. Attending 
The following persons were present: Supervisor Baer, Board Members Carmen 
Barbato, Peter Cipkowski, Chris Kersten and Augie Sena; Town Clerk Julie Kane, 
Highway Superintendent Richard Briggs, Planning Board Chair Hank Henward, 
Comprehensive Plan Review Committee Chair Tom Carty, Tax Collector Joe 
Hanselman, Roe-Jan Park Steering Committee Chair Caroline Stewart; and 7 
members of the public and 1 member of the press. 

III. Acceptance of the Minutes 
Julie Kane, Town Clerk, submitted the minutes the regular February Town Board 
meeting.  The minutes were approved as submitted. 
 

IV. Committee Reports 
a) SEWER COMMITTEE: Mr. Sena reported that Pat Nolan, the consulting 

engineer, had been working with the staff and checking all system 
components and that the system had been working well. 

Mr. Sena also reported that he had placed a call to the NYS Department of 
Transportation requesting that they repaint the crosswalk at Route 22 and 
Anthony Street and add a traffic come or other marker in the center of the 
road. 

b) PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE:  Mr. Kersten reported that the 
Roe-Jan Park Steering Committee had requested that the Town Board 
approve, with restrictions, Lyn Main’s request to plant corn rather than alfalfa 
on his leased land in 2010.  On a motion by Mr. Barbato, seconded by Mr. 
Kersten,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board resolved to permit Lyn Main to plant corn rather than alfalfa on the 
land he leases from Roe-Jan Park, for the 2010 growing season only and 
subject to any restrictions which may be imposed by the Roe-Jan Park 
Steering Committee. 

Mr. Kersten also reported that the Steering Committee intends to create a 
Strategic Planning subcommittee, with the planning process to begin in the 
summer and to conclude by the end of this calendar year. 



Mr. Kersten informed the Board that this year’s Summer Youth Program 
would be held July 6 – August 13 and that detailed plans are in the works. 

Mr. Baer reported that the Town has begun a project to develop some portion 
of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail between Copake Falls and Hillsdale, the 
length of which is still to be determined. 

c) COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE: Mr. Cipkowski presented a proof copy 
of the 2009 Annual Report to the Board and noted that 50 copies will be 
printed and that it will also be available on the Town web site. 

He reported that the new Town web site was ready to go live at any time and 
introduced its features to the Board.  

d) HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:  Richard Briggs, Highway Superintendent, 
reported that the FEMA paperwork had been submitted in the beginning of 
February and that he was now waiting for FEMA to review and comment.  He 
continued, reporting that 60 trees had come down in the recent wind storm and 
that power was still being restored to some residents.   

Mr. Briggs also informed the Board that he was reviewing new Highway 
Department software which would cost an initial $2530 with an annual $395 
support fee.  This software, he added, had been implemented in several 
neighboring towns. 

Mr. Briggs reported that three pieces of obsolete highway equipment were 
currently being offered for sale on the Auction International web site.  He 
added that the new truck had been received but was not yet in service. 

Mr. Briggs expressed to the Board that he would like to move one long-term, 
part-time employee to full-time status, taking the additional costs from the 
FEMA money.  After some discussion, Mr. Baer stated that he felt that the 
Town could not afford the additional ancillary costs and that he would not 
support the idea.  Mr. Barbato responded that Mr. Briggs and the Highway 
Committee would review the figures again. 

COMMUNITY DAY:  Mr. Briggs, as chair of the Hillsdale Community Day 
Committee, reported that the date had been set for August 7, 2010, and that 
the event would once again be held at the Roe-Jan School. 

e) BUILDING DEPARTMENT:  Mr. Sena reported that the Building Committee 
continued to meet with Glenn Smith regarding the proposed inter-municipal 
agreement with Austerlitz and Canaan to share code and zoning enforcement 
functions.  

V. Other Business 
f)  LIBRARY ACQUISITION UPDATE: Mr. Cipkowski informed the Board 

that the committee was recommending that Joe Iuviene be retained as project 
architect.  On a motion by Mr. Cipkowski, seconded by Mr. Sena, 



Adopted by the following vote:  

 Aye Nay Abstain
Art Baer X   
Carmen Barbato  X   
Chris Kersten    X 
Peter Cipkowski   X  
Augie Sena  X   

the Board resolved to authorize the Supervisor to enter into a contract with Joe 
Iuviene and the Architectural Bureau to provide design and project 
management services for the conversion of the Roe-Jan Library Building into 
a new Town Hall. 

g) 2010 CENSUS: Mr. Baer informed the Board of an ongoing effort to 
encourage resident participation in the Census as a way to increase the Town’s 
share of county, state and federal resources.  He extended thanks to Robina 
Ward and Tom Carty for spearheading this campaign. 

h) PHILMONT FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT: Mr. Baer informed the Board 
that he had paid the requested amount to Philmont for fire protection in 2010 
but had included a letter protesting the method Philmont had used to calculate 
the tax rate.  He added that he had also entered into discussions with the 
directors of the Hawthorne Valley Association regarding HVA making a 
contribution for fire protection which would offset some of the taxes paid by 
residents of the district for fire protection services. 

i) COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE: Tom Carty presented 
the Board with a draft copy of the Hamlet Plan prepared by Project for Public 
Spaces.  He noted that there had been many additional residents at the recent 
presentation of findings by PPS and that twice as many people had contributed 
in response to the second request for donations to fund the project.  He added 
that the final Hamlet Plan would be delivered within two months. 

j) LOCAL LAW #1-2010:  Hank Henward reported to the Board that the 
Columbia County Zoning Board had approved the proposed addition of 
sidewalk regulations to Hillsdale’s Zoning and Land Use Control Law.  On a 
motion by Mr. Sena, seconded by Mr. Cipkowski,  

 Adopted by a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays 
the Board resolve to adopt Local Law #1 – 2010 amending Section 8.12 of the 
Zoning and Land Use Control Law of the Town of Hillsdale, Columbia 
County, New York, to include sidewalk requirements. 

k) PUBLIC COMMENT:   Bud Atwood addressed the Board to note the recent 
deaths of Vickie Simonds and Bob Mitchell and to remind the Board of their 
many contributions to our community. 



Greg Daley addressed the Board to report that he had determined that 
Philmont Rod & Gun Club had not been paying its assessments on its property 
on Wolf Hill Road. 

l) PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Mr. Cipkowski, seconded by Mr. Sena, 

 Adopted by a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays 

It was resolved to pay the Town’s bills in the following amounts: 

General Fund Voucher #58 - #91 $ 25,781.15 
Highway Fund Voucher #57 - #74 $ 80,035.65 
Parks & Rec. Fund Voucher #4 - #6 $   1,178.67 
Sewer District Voucher #10 - #13 $   1,834.92 
Building Fund Voucher #1 $      760.00 

 

VI. Adjournment 
On a motion of Mr. Cipkowski, seconded by Mr. Sena,   

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays: 

Supervisor Baer adjourned the meeting at 9:45 pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk 

Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk, to be accepted by the Hillsdale Town Board at 
the April, 2010, Regular Board Meeting.  

 


