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Public Hearing 
Tuesday, October 20, 2008 

Philmont Fire Protection District 

Presenting Options for Fire Protection to the Hillsdale Residents 
Residing in the Philmont Fire Protection District    

I. Call to order 

Proof of Notice having been furnished, the Public Hearing fire protection in the portion 
of the Town of Hillsdale, NY, served by the Philmont Fire Department was called to 
order by Supervisor Art Baer at 6:30 pm on October 20, 2009 in the Hillsdale Town 
Hall.   

II. Attending 
The following persons were present: Supervisor Baer, Board Members Ann Baldwin 
Carmen Barbato, Peter Cipkowski, and Augie Sena; Town Clerk Julie Kane; Town 
Attorney Nelson Alford; Highway Superintendent Richard Briggs; attorney for the 
Village of Philmont Anthony Buono; and 35 members of the public.   

III. Discussion 
Mr. Baer introduced the issue of an increased assessment for fire protection for 
Hillsdale residents in the Philmont Fire Protection District and invited Mr. Buono to 
address the Board.  Mr. Buono stated that Philmont Fire District is a municipal fire 
district with responsibilities for area outside the Village of Philmont.  He added that 
there has not been a written contract between Philmont and Hillsdale for some time and 
that current collections do not adequately reflect the Fire District’s costs.  Commenting 
that the portions of the district in Philmont, Claverack and Hillsdale all pay different 
rates, he presented Philmont’s proposal: that to bring Hillsdale into line with Claverack 
and allowing for the difference in equalization rates, Philmont would offer Hillsdale a 
contract with a levy of $48,800 that would represent a rate of $0.6367 per $1,000 of 
assessed value for the Hillsdale residents of the Fire Protection District.  He added that 
this rate is consistent with the Hillsdale Fire Department’s rate and lower than the 
average rate for the county. 

Mr. Baer replied that the Board’s responsibility is to ensure that all residents have 
adequate fire protection and that the residents of the Philmont FPD would bear all the 
costs for this agreement.  He added that the Board had wanted to offer the residents an 
alternative to the increased rate but that the fire departments in the surrounding districts 
had declined to take on coverage for this area. 

Mr. Baer asked Mr. Buono what portion of the total costs of the district had been 
incurred in the Town of Hillsdale, and Mr. Buono replied that this measure would not 
be a good way to estimate future costs.  Mr. Baer replied that this method was used to 
determine the Town’s contribution to the rescue squad, and Mr. Buono responded that 
the situations were not comparable. 
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Marjorie Hansen asked which districts had been contacted about providing fire 
protection services to the area, and Mr. Baer replied that he had spoken to the chiefs of 
the Hillsdale, Craryville and Spencertown departments and had corresponded with the 
chief of the Ghent department but that none of them were willing to take on part of the 
Philmont district. 

Eugene Hallenbeck commented that the proposal offered assessed farm land at full 
value for fire protection.  Bill Blau, Town of Claverack, replied that grass and brush 
fires are a growing problem requiring significant time and resources. 

Jean Keefer, Wolf Hill Road, stated that she felt the proposed method of assessment 
was unfair.  Mr. Baer agreed, stating that the levy should be based on usage, not 
assessed property value.  Mr. Buono responded that the residents were not paying for 
services, they were paying for protection as they would be if they were purchasing 
insurance. 

Seth Lackerman, Harlemville Road, stated that the Town should not compromise on 
safely and asked the Board to address the alleged underpayment to Philmont in 
previous years.  Mr. Baer replied that the Town had never received a bill for $26,700, 
only a bill for $17,000. 

Mr. Hallenbeck asked is the Town would pay the Length of Service Awards Program 
(LOSAP) arrears claimed by Philmont.  Mr. Baer replied that Hillsdale does not pay 
arrears.  Dick Alford, Town Attorney, added that several years ago, unbeknownst to 
Hillsdale or the people in the fire protection district, LOSAP was instituted by Philmont 
but that no bills were sent to the Town. 

Mike Kadish, Hillsdale, asked if, since both the assessed value method and the rate of 
use method were reasonable, could a compromise be reached. 

Rocco Defronzo, Hillsdale, stated that he didn’t want his taxes to increase but that he 
felt that safety was more important and that assessments should not be a concern. 

Lee Armstrong, Harlemville Road, remarked that it seemed that the Hillsdale residents 
would be paying almost as much as all of Philmont and that this seemed unfair.  Mr. 
Baer suggested that if Hillsdale were to pay the previously billed $17,000 and the 
additional LOSAP amount, its costs would be equivalent to those of Claverack. 

Jennie Seabrook, Harlemville Road, stated that she wanted to pay her fair share but that 
she was disturbed by this big increase.  She added that the Philmont Fire Department 
had always been willing to respond to fire calls in hard-to-access areas. 

IV. Adjournment 
There being no further comment from the public, the Hearing was closed at 7:32 pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk 


