
Regular Monthly Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board 
Tuesday, December 14, 2010 

I. Call to order 
Supervisor Art Baer called to order the regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town 
Board at 7:30 pm on December 14, 2010, in the Hillsdale Town Hall.  The meeting 
began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. Attending 
The following persons were present: Supervisor Baer, Board Members Carmen 
Barbato and Augie Sena; Town Clerk Julie Kane, Highway Superintendent Richard 
Briggs, Tax Collector Joe Hanselman; and 7 members of the public. 

III. Committee Reports 
a) SEWER COMMITTEE: Mr. Sena reported it had been determined that the Sewer 

District would need a larger easement at the proposed general store and café so 
that the grease trap could be cleaned. 

b) PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE:  Mr. Baer reported that the Roe-
Jan Park Steering Committee had sent its annual fund raising letter which resulted 
in $5000 in donations in 2009.  He added that in early February, 2011, they will 
begin development of a strategic plan for the Park. 

c) HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:  Richard Briggs, Highway Superintendent, 
reported that the Highway Department had had to plow and sand seven times 
since December 5th.  He added that the garage wood stove is up and working well 
and that on-line bidding for the old loader would end on December 15.  He also 
reported that $137,000 in State CHIPS funds were due to be transferred to the 
Town on December 15th. 

IV. Other Business 
a)  LIBRARY RENOVATION: Mr. Sena reported that the project RFPs should be 

issued within the next week.  He told that Board that he would not be pushing the 
contractors to finish quickly in order to keep project costs down and that he 
expected to have the new building ready to move in by September or October of 
2011. 

Mr. Baer presented the proposal from A-1 Security in Great Barrington, MA, to 
install a security and fire alarm system in the new building.  On a motion by Mr. 
Sena, seconded by Mr. Barbato,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 3 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board resolved to accept the A-1 Security proposal for a security and fire 
alarm system. 

Robina Ward reported to the Board that she is looking at the availability of 
preservation grant funds to assist in the renovation and restoration of the building.  



Mr. Sena added that the Town would be recruiting volunteers in the new year to 
assist in dismantling the remaining shelving. 

b)  HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM: Mr. Baer informed the Board that the 
Town’s current health insurance plan, an HMO from MVP, was being withdrawn 
by the provider.  He stated that he had reviewed a number of replacement options 
and was recommending an exclusive provider organization (EPO) plan from Blue 
Shield of Northeastern New York.  On a motion by Mr. Barbato, seconded by Mr. 
Sena,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 3 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board resolved to enter into a contract for employee health insurance from 
Blue Shield of Northeastern New York as presented by Metz Wood Harder 
Insurance. 

c) DOG LICENSING AND CONTROL LAW: Mr. Baer read the Short 
Environmental Assessment Form, reporting a negative finding On a motion by 
Mr. Sena, seconded by Mr. Barbato ,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 3 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board resolved to enact Local Law #2- 2010, establishing a dog licensing and 
control law for the Town of Hillsdale. 

d) ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: Having received two letters of interest in the 
opening on the Zoning Board of Appeals, and on a motion by Mr. Baer, seconded 
by Mr. Barbato,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 3 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board resolved to reappoint Craig Norton to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

e) PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Mr. Barbato, seconded by Mr. Sena, 

 Adopted by a vote of 3 ayes and 0 nays 

It was resolved to pay the Town’s bills in the following amounts: 

General Fund Voucher #314 - #337 $ 31,416.22 
Highway Fund Voucher #260 - #277 $ 32,171.86 
Parks Fund Voucher #36 - #41 $ 2,302.88 
Sewer District #1 Voucher #55 - #57 $ 403.99 

 

V. Adjournment 
On a motion of Mr. Barbato, seconded by Mr. Sena,   

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 3 ayes and 0 nays: 

Supervisor Baer adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm. 



Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk 

Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk, to be accepted by the Hillsdale Town Board at the 
January 2011, Regular Board Meeting.  

 


