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Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, January 16, 2007

A regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town Board was held on Tuesday, January 16, 2007,
at the Town Hall at 7:35 p.m. with the following members present: 

PRESENT: Supervisor Arthur Baer
Councilwoman Ann Baldwin
Councilman Carmen Barbato
Councilman August Sena
Councilman Peter Cipkowski

OTHERS PRESENT:   Ruth Dodds, Town Clerk; Richard Briggs, Highway
Superintendent; Peter Ostrander, Assessor and Betty; Joe Hanselman, Tax Collector;
Resident Deputy Bill Dunspaugh; Richard Roth, Independent Reporter; Bud Atwood,
Mark Barbato, Bob Kessler, and Hank Henward, Planning Board Chairman.

Resolution #8
APPROVE MINUTES
Three corrections were made to the December minutes and one correction to the January
Organizational Meeting..
On motion of Councilman Barbato, seconded by Councilman Sena, the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   nays   0
Resolved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 20, 2006 and
the organizational  meeting on  January 5, 2007 as amended.

SEWER
Still waiting for the final DEC approval.  As far as the easements � there is a total of 72
easements to be signed  �  47 are signed, 10 have promised, some are lost, and can �t locate
others.  There is a letter going out to explain that if you are in the sewer district you have
to pay the monthly fee, hooked up or not.  If you choose to hook up after the installation,
the tank and hook up are the home owner �s responsibility.  The Board is willing to call
people if that is what it takes to get the easements signed. 
We have until September to spend the grants and loan, however, the easements need to be
signed in order to get the money.   We are applying for another Public Facilities grant in
anticipation that costs will be  higher than previously estimated.  
Resolution #9
Bids for Bathroom
Three bids were received to install the handicap bathroom:

Michael Cottini       $43,897
Sam Spragis            $25,336
Todd Mitchell         $12,500 (not itemized, just total amount)

Mr. Spragis would be able to start in the next three months.
Todd Mitchell could start immediately.
On motion of Councilman Cipkowski, seconded by Councilman Barbato; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   nays   0
Resolved that Todd Mitchell be asked for an itemized bid and
Further Resolved, that if   Mr. Mitchell �s bid is consistent with the specs and all inclusive,
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his bid, being the lowest ($12,500), be accepted.  

Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, January 16, 2007
(Continued)
 
Parking in front of Civil War Monument
Parking in front of the monument has not improved.  The problem remains the same. 
Councilman Sena will contact State DOT, the County Highway Department and the
Sheriff to see what can be done.

PARK AND RECREATION
Councilman Cipkowski has someone interested in the position of youth director.  The
Town Clerk will advertise the position.  Peter has a job description he will send to the
Clerk. 
The Lisa Berman property on Route 23 has been nominated for historic status.  An article
will be in the Independent.  Lex Lalli has applied for a grant to do the historical survey. 
The committee will be meeting on the 27th at 11 a.m. to go through the application for a
grant from the New York State Arts Council.  This Board needs to support the grant.

COMMUNICATIONS
The new resident brochures are finished.  Some will be mailed and some will be left
around town.  Seventy-five were printed at a cost of $157.
In December and January there were 600 hits on the web site.
The committee is working on the annual report. Please e mail them to Ann by February
1st. 

HIGHWAY REPORT
The new truck is coming in two weeks.
Two residents on Yonderview are complaining and requesting a weight limit on the road.

Building Department
The Supervisor has interviewed three people who are interested in the Deputy Building
Inspector position.  He has now turned it over to John and Ed to interview and
recommend to the Board.

ASSESSOR  RESIGNATION
Our assessor, Peter Ostrander, has served the town over 13 years.  He will retire on 
April 30, 2007.  He has a person working with him in Austerlitz who has agreed to come
to Hillsdale. Since September 2005, Pam Cook has been taking courses to become
certified---she has one more course to take.  She  served on the Board of Assessment
Review in Austerlitz for three years, is a long time county resident, and works in Albany.  
The State will give her tentative approval.   
The Towns of Austerlitz and Hillsdale will receive $19,000 for combining under the
Coordinated Assessment Program (CAP).  This summer Pete and Pam will work on
inventory and pictures to prepare for the 2008 reval.  They will try to equalize the roll this
year.  In the fall they will try for a grant to put the town tax roll on the web.
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Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, January 16, 2007
(Assessor continued)

Resolution #10
CAP resolution
On motion of Supervisor Baer, seconded by Councilwoman Baldwin; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   nays   0
Be It Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Hillsdale does hereby support the
formation of a Coordinated Assessment Program in 2008 by the Towns of Austerlitz and
Hillsdale pursuant to section 579 of the Real Property Tax Law as amended by Laws of
New York Chapter 216 of July 12, 2005.

Resolution #11
INCREASE REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR VETERANS,
SENIORS,  DISABLED AND LOW INCOME CITIZENS
Supervisor Baer proposed that the town increase property tax exemptions for veterans,
seniors,  disabled and low income citizens to the county levels to help simplify the
system. 
On motion of Supervisor Baer, seconded by Councilman Cipkowski; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   nays   0
Resolved to adopt local laws increasing real property tax exemptions for veterans,
seniors, disabled and low income citizens as per the attached exemption levels, and
Further Resolved to hold the public hearing on Tuesday, February 20, 2007, at
 7 p.m., prior to the regular meeting.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
Town Attorney, Dick Alford, is working on a draft to add ridge line and clear cutting
regulations to the comprehensive plan. He has to do some legal research on penalties for
violating the new laws---as withholding building permits for five years on a property. 
Planning Board Chairman Hank Henward will move forward with the draft.

The Board discussed considering increasing the park and recreation fee on a major
subdivision from $300 per lot to $1,000 per lot.  The Town Clerk will survey other
towns � fees.

We have the 2006 figures � $100,000 will be added to reserves and $50,000 will be
budgeted to capital improvements.  Sales tax, Mortgage and our Building Department
fees were favorable to the budget � all came in over budget.
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Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, January 16, 2007
(continued)

Resolution #12
PAY BILLS
On motion of Councilwoman Baldwin, seconded by Councilman Cipkowski; the
following resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   nays   0
Resolved to pay the bills in the following amounts:

13th Abstract 2006
General Fund Voucher #332 $5,900.00
Highway Fund Voucher #226 - #229 $6,284.61

January 2007
General Fund Voucher #1 - #27 $15,307.64
Highway Fund Voucher #1 - #17 $58,290.85 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________   Ruth Dodds, RMC, Town Clerk


