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Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, February 20, 2007

A regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town Board was held on Tuesday, February 20, 2007, at
the Town Hall at 7:31 p.m. with the following members present

PRESENT: Arthur Baer     Supervisor
Carmen Barbato Councilman
August Sena Councilman
Peter Cipkowski Councilman

ABSENT: Ann Baldwin, Councilwoman

OTHERS PRESENT: Ruth Dodds, Town Clerk; Attorney Dick Alford; Richard Briggs,
Highway Superintendent; John Mason, Register Star Reporter; Hank Henward, Planning
Board Chairman; Cheryl Jones, Robina Ward, Patti Rohrlich,  John Dodds, Kevin O’Rourke,
Ruth Dufault, and Bob Kessler.

Resolution # 13
APPROVE MINUTES
Correction: The deadline for the grant the Historic Preservation committee is working on is
May, not March.
On motion by Councilman Sena, seconded by Councilman Cipkowski; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   4   nays   0
Resolved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 16, 2007, as
amended.

SEWER COMMITTEE
Letters were sent again to property owners who had not yet signed easements.  The letter gave
February 28th as a deadline.  If owners do not sign, they have to pay regardless and easements
will be done by eminent domain.  We can’t go to USDA for funding until we have all the
easements.   Also there is a sunset date on financing.  Tomorrow there is a meeting with DEC 
on get the approval on the tanks, mains, and treatment so we can  go to bid on phase #1
(tanks) and phase #2 (mains) 
The ADA bathroom contract has been awarded to Todd Mitchell... materials are ordered.
Anticipating under estimate of costs for the sewer system, we are applying for a Public
Facilities grant of  $400,000 for low income housing for lateral connections and tanks.  The
Supervisor has negotiated an agreement with Housing Resources of Columbia County to be
our grant writer.....$4,000 to apply for the grant, and if we do get the grant they get $15,000
more to implement it.

Resolution #14
On motion of Supervisor Baer, seconded by Councilman Sena; the following resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   4   nays   0
Resolved to authorize Supervisor Baer to enter into an agreement with Housing Resources of
Columbia County to pay them $4,000 to write a Public Facilities grant, and
Further Resolved, that if the Town of Hillsdale gets the grant, Housing Resources of
Columbia County will get $15,000 to implement it.  The $15,000 to be paid out of the grant.

When Councilwoman Baldwin returns, we will do an update on the progress of the sewer
 system for the public.
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Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, February 20, 2007
(Continued)

PARK & RECREATION
Councilman Cipkowski has had conversations with members of the Park and Rec
Commission who worked with Sue and also Lauren Avenia who was head counselor for the
summer program last year.  Together Lauren and Peter drafted a job description. 
On the historic preservation side.....Lex Lalli will have the survey grant application ready to
present to the Board March 20th.  Peter requested she be allotted time to explain the
application and the Board members need to sign it. 

HIGHWAY REPORT
As we all remember, there was a significant snowfall on February 14th.  Prior to that the
Highway Department was cutting trees with the help of a tree company.  The new truck is
here and was used to a limited extent in the last storm.
Yonderview Road - weight limit
The weight limit on Yonderview Road was discussed.  The Board decided at this time there is
no compelling need or reason to act on a weight limit for Yonderview.
Collins Street - complaint..deer netting torn down
The property owner is complaining that his deer netting over his trees/shrubs beside the road
is constantly torn down by the school bus or vandals.  The Sheriff has been there. 
Councilman Barbato and the Highway Department have investigated and determined that the
road narrows.  However, there is a sign indicating the road narrows and the road has been the
same for years.  Both the Chairman of the Highway Committee, Councilman Barbato, and the
Highway Superintendent  have determined  the deer netting is not a public safety issue and it
is not the Town’s responsibility to maintain the netting.  It was suggested that the property
owner discuss his problem with the school.

Patti Rohrlich, former Chairperson of the Planning Board, was presented a certificate of
appreciation for her service.

DRAFT OF RIDGE LINE OVERLAY DISTRICT
We now have a draft of the ridge line overlay district.  Our attorney, Dick Alford, and the
Planning Board have done a good and complete job of protecting the ridge line.  A lot of this
language is existing in the guidelines now.  Just the penalties are new.   Don Meltz will map it
and make copies.   The Town Board needs to go over it.
A comprehensive plan workshop is scheduled for Thursday, March 8th, at 5:50 p.m.

Census 2010
The State and Federal Governments are asking Towns to participate in the 2010 census in
order to get an accurate and inclusive mailing list.  The Town has three options for signing up
to participate.  Options one and two comply with Title 13 Right to Privacy and require
clearance for the person working with the Census Bureau and a secure method of handling the
list.  Option three is non-Title 13, but the Town cannot make changes to the Census Bureau
list, simply inform them of what the Town feels is an accurate list.  It was decided Hillsdale
will go with Option three and we will looking into using a 911 list.
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(Continued)

Resolution #15
Local Laws #1, #2, and #3 for the year 2007 - Exemption Amounts for Real Property
Taxes
Short  EAF
On motion of Councilman Sena, seconded by Councilman Cipkowski; the following
resolution was 

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   4   nays 0
Having completed the short EAF for Local Laws #1, #2, and #3 of the year 2007,
Therefore be it Resolved this Board finds that the adoption of Local Laws #1, #2, and #3 for
the year 2007 will have no adverse environmental impact and issue a negative declaration.

Enact Laws
Resolution #16
 On motion of Councilman Sena, seconded by Councilman Barbato; the following resolution
was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   4   nays   0
Resolved that Local Law #1 of the year 2007, which establishes the exemption amounts for
Real Property Taxes for alternative exemptions for War Time Veterans, be enacted.
Resolution #17
On motion of Councilman Cipkowski, seconded by Councilman Sena; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   4   nays   0
Resolved that Local Law #2 of the year 2007, which establishes income levels for Real
Property Taxes for Disabled and Low Income Citizens, be enacted.
Resolution #18
On motion of Councilman Barbato, seconded by Councilman Sena; the following resolution
was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   4   nays   0
Resolved that Local Law #3 of the year 2007, which establishes income levels for Real
Property Tax exemptions for Senior Citizens, be encacted.

Resolution #19
PAY BILLS
On motion of Councilman Barbato, seconded by Councilman Cipkowski; the following
resolution was 

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   4   nays   0
Resolved to pay the bills in the following amounts:

General Fund Voucher #28 - #54 $  44,759.49
Highway Fund Voucher #18 - #47 $126,292.08

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
_________________________________ Ruth Dodds, RMC, Town Clerk
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