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Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, March 20, 2007

A regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town Board was held on Tuesday, March 20, 2007, at
the Town Hall at 7:30 p.m. with the following members

PRESENT: Supervisor Arthur Baer
Councilwoman Ann Baldwin
Councilman Carmen Barbato
Councilman August Sena
Councilman Peter Cipkowski

OTHERS PRESENT:   Ruth Dodds, Town Clerk; Richard Briggs, Highway
Superintendent; Joe Hanselman, Tax Collector; Russ Imarigeon, Town Justice; Michele
Fuchs, Housing Resources; Richard Roth, Independent Reporter; Bob Kessler, Kelly Fox,
Leslie Gabriel, Robert Dembo, Maureen Rodgers, Melinda and Bruce Gardiner, Phil
Gellert, Mr. and Mrs. Julius Madey, and three residents. 

Resolution #20
APPROVE MINUTES
On motion of Councilman Cipkowski, seconded by Councilman Sena; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   nays   0
Resolved to approve the minutes of February 20, 2007, as presented.

SEWER
Had a very positive meeting with DEC–they just want a few more issues clarified.
There are 9 easements yet to be signed.  Four were signed today.  Dick will write letters to
the rest giving them a deadline.  If the deadline is not met, the Town will proceed with the
eminent domain process.
Proposed Local Law #6 establishing Sewer Use Regulations for the Town’s Sewer District
No. 1.  is needed for federal funding.  Direct comments to Dick or Art.  There will be a
Public Hearing on the Sewer Regulations before the next regular meeting, April 17th at 
7:00 p.m.
Three resolutions need to be passed for the Small Cities Community Development Block
Grant Program.

Resolution #21 - appoint Fair Housing officer
On motion of Councilman Sena, seconded by Councilwoman Baldwin; the following
resolution was 

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes 5   nays 0
Whereas, the Town of Hillsdale plans to undertake Community Development Activities
utilizing federal funds from the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant
program, administered by the Governor’s Office of Small Cities, and;
Whereas, recipients of federal funding under the Small Cities Community Development
Block Grant program are required, as a condition of receipt of funds, to take steps to
affirmatively further Fair Housing in the community, and;
Whereas, the Town of Hillsdale seeks to affirmatively further Fair Housing in accordance
with federal regulation through the identification of impediments to Fair Housing,
acceptance and referral of Fair Housing complaints, and other appropriate activities,
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Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, March 20, 2007
(Sewer report - Resolution #21 continued)

now there fore be it Resolved, that the Town of Hillsdale hereby establishes the position of
Fair Housing
Officer, with the responsibility of accepting any Fair Housing complaints brought to the
attention of the community, and referral of said complaint to the US Department of
Housing and Urban Development, and other resources, as appropriate; and be it further
Resolved, that William C. Fisher, Sr. has been appointed to serve as the Fair Housing 
Officer for the County of Columbia, this includes the Town of Hillsdale for the 2007
calendar year.

Resolution #22 - residential anti-displacement and relocation assistance plan
On motion of Councilman Cipkowski, seconded by Councilwoman Baldwin; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes 5   nays 0
Resolved to accept the terms of the Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation
Assistance Plan as presented.  (Copy attached)

Resolution # 23 - resolution for submission of application to Governor’s Office for
Small Cities Community Development Black Grant
On motion of Supervisor Baer, seconded by Councilman Sena; the following resolution
was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes 5   nays 0
Whereas, the Town of Hillsdale is eager to participate in the Governor’s Office for Small
Cities Community Development Block grant (CDBG) Program, for the proposed target
areas being the Hillsdale Sewer District #1.
Resolved, that the Town Council, hereby agrees to the submission of grant application for
such program.
Resolved , that Arthur Baer of the town of Hillsdale is hereby authorized to act as the
official representative on behalf of the County, in the submission of the application for
funding under the Governor’s Office for Small Cities Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG).
Resolved, that as the official representative, Arthur Baer, is hereby authorized and directed
to execute and deliver on behalf of the Town such documents and agreements with the
Governor’s Office for Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program which
may be required.
Resolved, that the representative is hereby authorized and directed to take all such other
actions and execute, acknowledge, and deliver in the name and on behalf of the Town all
such other instruments and documents as he may deem necessary or desirable to carry out
the intent of the foregoing Resolution.

PARK & RECREATION
The job description for a summer youth director is written, but there are other jobs and
activities related to the park that also need doing.  Peter will come back with a new job
description and then the position will be advertised.
Lex Lalli and Peter are working on a draft of Preserve New York grant application  and 
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hopefully Lex will be here next month to give a presentation.  At that time a resolution of
support from the Board is needed.

COMMUNICATIONS
The brochures were mailed to new residents (only one was returned) and the rest will be
placed in  the Town Hall and Post Office.  There has been no feedback on the brochures. 
The Annual Report is ready for printing. Kwik Print will do it all.  
The committee would like to update the web site.  They have what is left in their $1,000
budget plus $400 from the ads on the site which could be used.  Ann will investigate.  
The Annual Report will be put on the web site.

HIGHWAY REPORT
Richard is asking to advertise for bids for the ‘91 International truck which was just
replaced.  Ben Funk had offered only $4,000.  It was decided to bid it out with a minimum
bid.
CHIPS funding for 2007 is $96,000....down $10,000 from last year.

* The Ridge Line Overlay District Law workshop, after being cancelled twice, is               
rescheduled for Good Friday, April 6th, following the Sewer bid opening at 11:00 a.m.

*  The County reported on the mortgage tax collected for five months ending in February    
     as compared to the same period last year.   The County as a whole decreased by      
$500,000. Only three towns had an increase.  Hillsdale had a 9% increase---$66,000 to      
$73,000

* The issue of school bus safety on Collins Street was mentioned.  Last month Supervisor   
    Baer wrote a letter to the Taconic Hills Superintendent stating that we investigated it     
feel  we do not have a  safety issue on Collins Street and do not intend to take action.      
Perhaps they could re-route the bus.

Town Justice Resignation
Judge Christian Kersten has resigned effective March 31, 2007 to take a job in Illinois. 
Someone will be appointed to serve effective April 1, 2007 to December 31, 2007.  The
position will be on the November ballot.  The position has been advertised.
The Board will hold a special meeting Saturday, March 24th, at 1:00 p.m. to interview
applicants.

Deputy Building Inspector
John Florio has interviewed the three applicants and written his comments for the Board’s
consideration.  Will be discussed later.

Regular Town Board Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, Tuesday, March 20,2007
(continued)
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* Leslie Gabriel informed those present  that he has formed a Citizens Action Fuel Group. 
It costs $25 to join.  Merle Oil is supplying the fuel oil at a discount of $0.40 to $0.50 per
 gallon.  Also, on behalf of the Columbia County Citizens for Impeachment of Bush and
Chaney, he would like the Town Board to pass a resolution for the impeachment of
President George Bush and Vice President Richard Chaney.  Leslie was directed to put the
resolution in writing and he needs a Town Board member to present the resolution.

Resolution #24
EXECUTIVE SESSION
On resolution of Councilman Cipkowski, seconded by Councilwoman Baldwin, the
following resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   nays   0
Resolved that this Board move into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  
Time 8:24 p.m.

Resolution #25
CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION
On motion of Councilwoman Baldwin, seconded by Councilman Sena; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   nays   0
Resolved that executive session be closed and this Board return to the regular meeting.  
Time 9:17 p.m.

Resolution #26
PAY BILLS
On motion of Councilman Sena, seconded by Councilman Cipkowski; the following
resolution was

adopted   -   vote   -   ayes   5   vote   0
Resolved to pay the bills in the following amounts:

General Fund Voucher #55 - #78 $16,824.47
Highway Fund Voucher #48 - #65 #35,150.79

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

__________________________   Ruth Dodds, RMC, Town Clerk 
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