
Regular Monthly Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board 
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

I. Call to order 
Supervisor Art Baer called to order the regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town 
Board at 7:30 pm on June 21, 2011, in the Hillsdale Town Hall.  The meeting 
began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. Attending 
The following persons were present: Supervisor Baer, Board Members Carmen 
Barbato, Peter Cipkowski, Gillian Sims-Elster, and August Sena; Town Clerk 
Julie Kane, Highway Superintendent Richard Briggs, Tax Collector Joe 
Hanselman, Town Attorney Nelson Alford; and 4 members of the public and the 
press. 

III. Acceptance of the Minutes 
On a motion by Mr. Sena, seconded by Ms. Sims-Elster, and adopted by 
unanimous vote, the minutes of the May Town Board meeting and the April Town 
Board meeting, as presented in May, were accepted. 

IV. Committee Reports 
a) SEWER COMMITTEE: Mr. Sena reported that the sewer system is now 

under the sole oversight of consulting engineer Patrick Nolan and that WTI 
will only monitor the system remotely.  

Mr. Baer asked Highway Superintendent Richard Briggs is the Highway 
Department would be mowing the grass at the sewer plant, and Mr. Briggs 
responded that they would not because the bill from the Highway Department 
to Sewer District 1, a separate legal entity, for snow plowing had not been 
paid.  Discussion ensued until Mr. Baer stated that the Town Board was 
asking the Highway Department to move the grass outside the fence at the 
sewer plant under Article 32 of NYS Town Law.  Mr. Briggs responded that 
he would review the law and would inform Mr. Barbato of his decision within 
a week. 

b) PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE:  Ms. Sims-Elster reported that 
the Summer Youth Program would begin on July 5th and that full enrollment 
was accepted.  She added that the Flowers to Power Lunch was fully 
subscribed with all proceeds going to benefit the Hamlet and the Roe-Jan 
Parks.  She then informed the Board that new playground equipment was 
being selected for the Hamlet Park and reviewed other recreational programs 
planned for the summer months.  

c) COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE: Mr. Cipkowski presented the Board 
with a report showing the increasing reach of the Town web site and the 
electronic newsletter. 



d) HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:  The Highway Superintendent reported that the 
Department was working on summer road maintenance but was running as 
much as 6 weeks behind because of the storms earlier in the year.  Mr. Baer 
presented a letter from resident Paul Kisselbrack requesting payment for two 
“For Sale” signs that he said had been mowed down by the Highway 
Department, as well as a letter from residents Amy and Clinton Baird asking 
when Stonehill Drive would be graded.  Mr. Briggs replied that he was 
unaware of any damage to Mr. Kisselbrack’s signs and that the grading of 
Stonehill Drive would completed as soon as possible. 

e) BUILDING DEPARTMENT:  Mr. Sena reported that applications for 
building permits and the associated fees were up slightly. 

V. Other Business 
a) NEW TOWN HALL: Mr. Sena reported that about 20 people had toured the 

new Town Hall during the Open House on June 18th and that the project is still 
on schedule and on budget.  

b) LABOR RELATIONS: Mr. Baer informed the Board that he had received a 
letter from Thomas Quackenbush, business agent for Teamsters Local 294, 
informing him that the majority of full time employees of the Hillsdale 
Highway Department had elected to designate Teamsters Local 294 as their 
sole collective bargaining representative.  He added that the Town attorney 
had verified the signatures of the employees, and he informed the Board that 
the Town could either accept the request to recognize the union or deny it.  If 
they chose to deny the request, he added, the union would bring an action 
against the Town under the Taylor Act and the Town would then be required 
to accept, thus delaying the outcome for 30 days. 

On a motion by Mr. Cipkowski, seconded by Mr. Sena,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays, 

The Board resolved that, the Teamsters Union Local 294 having presented 
authorization for representation cards signed by a majority of the employees 
of the Town of Hillsdale Highway Department, the Hillsdale Town Board 
does recognize the Teamsters Local 294 as the sole and exclusive 
representative of the full time employees of the Town of Hillsdale Highway 
Department and for the negotiation of a collective bargaining agreement with 
the Town of Hillsdale on behalf of the bargaining unit. 

c) PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Mr. Sena, seconded by Mr. Cipkowski, 

 Adopted by a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays 

It was resolved to pay the Town’s bills in the following amounts: 

General Fund Voucher #122 - #144 $ 18,422.69 
Highway Fund Voucher #114 - #131 $ 30,490.27 
Parks Fund Voucher #20 - #22 $ 665.80 



Building Fund Voucher #24 - #30 $ 59,513.15 
Sewer District #1 Voucher #30 - #32 $ 1,337.99 

 

VI. Adjournment 
On a motion of Mr. Sena, seconded by Mr. Cipkowski,   

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays: 

Supervisor Baer adjourned the meeting at 8:56 pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk 

Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk, to be accepted by the Hillsdale Town Board at 
the July, 2011, Regular Board Meeting.  

 










