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Mezzo-sopranos Nina Fine, Mary Hack and pianist Gwen Gould                          will perform in concert at the Roe Jan Library in vocal works by 

Sondheim, Bernstein, Mozart and Offenbach
COPAKE – Mezzo-sopranos Mary Deyerle Hack and Nina Fine, along with pianist Gwen Gould, will appear in concert at the Roeliff Jansen Community Library at 7p.m., Saturday, February 11.


The program -- entitled “Mezzo-Mezzo” -- will include selections from Steven Sondheim, Leonard Bernstein, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Jacques Offenbach.

The concert is the fourth in the Library’s Adventures in Music series, which offers both classical and popular musical programs in an intimate setting; no audience member is more than 30 feet away from the performers. While all concerts are free of charge, voluntary contributions are encouraged.


Mezzo-soprano Mary Hack, a resident of Hudson, has sung principal roles with opera companies throughout America and was selected by composer Gian Carlo Menotti to sing the role of the Mother in his opera “The Boy Who Grew Too Fast.” Praised by critics for her “rich mezzo voice and cool seductiveness”, Ms. Hack’s recent performance in the title role of Hudson Chamber Opera’s inaugural production of Menotti’s “The Medium” was hailed by critics as “mesmerizing.” She was a winner of the Metropolitan Opera District Auditions the Wagner Society of NY Auditions, the NATS regional auditions, was a national finalist in the McAllister Auditions and was also a winner of the South Carolina Philharmonic Orchestra’s Outstanding Young Artist auditions. She appeared with Rudolf Nureyev and the Paris Ballet, singing Mahler’s Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen, and has toured nationally with New York Gilbert and Sullivan Players as Buttercup and Katisha. She holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of South Carolina and is currently alto soloist at West End Collegiate Church in Manhattan and co-artistic director of Diamond Opera Theater.
A dynamic performer hailed for her exceptional acting range and superb vocal acumen, Nina Fine has graced the stage in some of the nation’s most prestigious venues including, Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, City Center, Symphony Space, The Kimmel Center, The Academy of Music, The Mann Center, The Kennedy Center and The National Cathedral. Ms. Fine has made numerous memorable appearances with The Philadelphia Orchestra, Peter Nero and the Philly Pops and The Albany Symphony as well as many other professional orchestras and ensembles.
Ms. Fine has brought sympathy and depth to such rich characters as Suzuki in Madama Butterfly, Cherubino in Il Nozze di Figaro, and Princess Margaret in The Student Prince. Ms. Fine originated the roles of Popova and Natalia in Burton Sternthal’s version of Chekhov’s The Bear and The Marriage Proposal, much to the delight of audiences at the Chekhov Festival in New York City. She has played Kate in The Pirates of Penzance, Shwertleite in Die Walkure, as well as roles in Trial by Jury, The Sorcerer, and The Merry Widow.
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Ms. Fine’s concert performances include Handel’s Messiah, Schubert’s No. 6 and Mahler’s No. 2 with The Philadelphia Orchestra. Ms. Fine was the Guest Soloist with The Lyra Chamber Ensemble in Washington, D.C. for their concert entitled, In Your Dreams. This concert featured works by Samuel Barber, Leonard Bernstein, and Margaret Bonds. Ms. Fine sings regularly as a featured and ensemble singer with Peter Nero and The Philly Pops in concert, singing with such noted talents as: Sutton Foster, Marin Mazzie, Dee Hoty, Donna McKechnie, Matt Bogart and others. An extremely versatile talent, Nina Fine has worked extensively with original compositions and she takes pride in originating new roles as well as re-innovating classic roles.

Pianist Gwen Gould has enjoyed a diverse career in music as a recitalist, music director, conductor, and entrepreneur. She is currently Artistic Director of Claverack Landing, a new initiative of the Columbia Festival Orchestra, which she founded in 1988. She also founded the West Village Chorale (1971) and Diamond Opera Theater (2004). A national competition finalist, she performed extensively as a solo recitalist and developed a career as an organist and director of music in New York City at St. Bartholomew’s, Church of St. Luke in the Fields, Immanuel Lutheran Church, and the Church of Our Savior. Additionally, she has performed recitals at St. Thomas’ Church, Trinity Wall Street, St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, St. Paul’s Chapel of Columbia University, and the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, among others. She received a Bachelor of Music from DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana, and a Master of Sacred Music from Yale Institute of Sacred Music/Union and held teaching posts at Stuart Hall in Staunton, VA, and at St. Luke’s School, NYC. Ms. Gould currently serves on the Advisory Boards of the Hudson Opera House, PS21 (Performance Spaces for the 21st Century) and the West Village Chorale.
The Roeliff Jansen Community Library, which is chartered to serve Ancram, Copake and Hillsdale, is located at 9091 Rt. 22 in Copake, approximately one mile south of the light at the intersection of Routes 22 and 23. For information on hours and events, call 518-325-4101, or visit the library’s website at www.roejanlibrary.org
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