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                                                      TOWN OF HILLSDALE                DRAFT
                                                 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

                                                                  October 15, 2013                   
Pledge to flag
A regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town Board, called to order by acting Supervisor, Councilman Peter Cipkowski, was held on Tuesday, October 15, 2013, at the Town Hall at 7:10 p.m. with the following members present

PRESENT:   Councilwoman  Jill Sims-Elster 
                       Councilman      August Sena
                       Councilman      Peter Cipkowski 
                     Councilman     Steven Tiger

OTHERS PRESENT: Ruth Dodds, Town Clerk; Robina Ward; Highway Superintendent Richard Briggs, Frank Velez, Joe Hanselman, Edmund Daly, and Jeff Paige
APPROVE MINUTES

On motion of Councilwoman Jill Sims-Elster, seconded by Councilman Steve Tiger, the following resolution was
                          Adopted  -  vote  -  ayes  4   nays  0
Resolved to accept the minutes of the regular meeting held on Tuesday, September 17, 2013 as amended.
SEWER
Things  are running smoothly.  There have been no comments from the public on the rate increase.
PARK AND RECREATION
Hamlet Park – Still waiting for the last estimates on equipment for the Hamlet Park.   Considering what pieces and how many will fit in the funds they have.

 RoeJan Park –continuing to finish up some projects in the Roe Jan Park.  The fencing is done.
Already looking for weddings for next year.  So far there is the possibility of three weddings.   There were two weddings this year at the Park in the fall. 
The Park committee is working with the economic development committee and businesses in town to make welcome baskets with personalized gift certificates the couple can use at town businesses.  A lot of  details to be worked out.

The last Farmers Market was held on Columbus Day weekend. Again there was a spectacular showing. They are thinking about possibly three or  two more Farmers Markets  around Thanksgiving and Christmas.
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.COMMUNICATIONS
The September/October  newsletter had 370opens. There are 601 subscribers.   Open rate 62.7%, 141 clicks 38.1%. 
The next newsletter will be distributed around town.

Art set a goal for 700 signups for the e-newsletter and we’re at 601.  
Last month’s video was watched by two people.

The welcome to Hillsdale cards are being printed (1,000 for $125).   Didn’t make the deadline.

HIGHWAY 
We’re still working to arrange the meeting.  
The work on the woodshed and rebuilding of the salt shed is complete

Cleaned up from the storm last week.

Now they are getting ready for winter.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
The Building Department is ahead of last year’s projections.  
TOWN HALL RESTORATION 
The Mason is moving quickly and neatly, doing a good job.  He is salvaging some of our old bricks.  He is putting the old bricks on the east end of the building and the new bricks on the west.   He will line the chimney with metal flue.
The sidewalk to the community park is complete.

SHELDON MAP & CIVIL WAR UNIFORM

Jan Keefner has offered to loan the town a framed 1851 map of Columbia County.
Discussion on placement etc.
Bob Hunter, representing the Roe Jan Historical Society, suggested maybe the town would be interested in displaying historic memorabilia from the Civil War – Collins preserved uniform in a sealed box, letters from Collins, and collections of Collins family portraits.
On motion of Councilman Sena, seconded by Councilwoman Jill Sims-Elster; the following resolution was     Adopted – vote – ayes  4   nays  0
Resolved to accept  the gracious loan of the 1851 map of Columbia County from Jan Keefner in memory of Calvin Sheldon, a past Supervisor of the Town.
Further resolved to include historic memorabilia from the Roe Jan Historical Society.
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Budget 
The purchase of a truck for the Highway was discussed…..how it would be financed, how it would it effect the equipment budget, and would we have to go back to the drawing board(budget), also the leasing costs
Sidewalks – Depends on when/if we get the grant..  that won’t be known until some time in November.  It doesn’t look like we have to worry about the sidewalks in this Budget.

 Discussed pay raises for the departments…. 2% increase in salaries.
On motion of Councilwoman Jill Sims-Elster, seconded by Councilman Steve Tiger; the following resolution was   Adopted – vote – ayes 4  nays  0
Resolved that the Town Board not receive the 2% increase in salary.
Public Comment

Richard  Briggs – It was nice to have interaction with the Board
EXECUTIVE SESSION
On motion of Councilman Cipkowski, seconded by Councilman Tiger; the following  resolution was  Adopted – vote – ayes  4   nays  0
Resolved that the is Board move into Executive Session to discuss a personal matter.
Time: 8:23 pm.

CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION

On motion of Councilwoman Jill Sims-Elster, seconded by Councilman Sena; the following resolution was   Adopted – vote – ayes  4   nays  0
Resolved that this Board close Executive Session and return to the regular meeting.
Time: 8:40 pm.
PAY BILLS
On motion of Councilwoman Sims-Elster, seconded by Councilman Steve Tiger; the following resolution was

                     Adopted       vote     ayes  4     nays  0

Resolved to pay the bills in the following amounts:
             General Fund                 Voucher #211-230                    $  11,129.39
             Highway Fund               Voucher #188-211                    $182,029.34
             RJPark Fund                  Voucher #32-38                         $    1,751.51    
             Sewer Fund                   Voucher #58-61                          $    1,269.64
             Street Lights                  Voucher #10                               $       606.94   
Adjourned the meeting at 9:15PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ruth Dodds,  Town Clerk

