
  

 

       TOWN OF HILLSDALE                                                       

  REGULAR MEETING 

                                                                  June 24,  2014                       

 

Pledge to flag 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

A regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town Board was held on Tuesday, June 24, 2014 at the Town 

Hall at 7:01p.m.  with the following members present 

PRESENT:   Supervisor        Arthur Baer    

                       Councilperson  Jill Sims-Elster 

                       Councilman     August Sena 

                       Councilman     Steven Tiger 

                       Councilman     Carmen Barbato 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Ruth Dodds, Town Clerk;, Attorney Alford, Robina Ward, Jeff Paige, 

Laura Griffin, Richard Briggs Highway Superintendent, Joe  Hanselman, Ken Dow, Todd 

Wohlfarth, Bill Demma, Gary Apruzzese, Michael Dvorchak and a resident.  

 

 

APPROVE MINUTES 

On motion of Councilman Sena, seconded by; Councilman Tiger the following resolution was 

                         Adopted - Vote -  ayes  5   nays  0  
Resolved to accept the minutes of the regular meeting held on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 as 

presented. 

 

 

SEWER 

Augie gave the OK for a valve replacement.  Other than that everything is going fine. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
PARK AND RECREATION 

Jill reported that the summer program is full. 

The Farmers Market is doing well. At the last market there were 500 costumers and  

20 venders.  There is a new market manager. They have a small band each day. 

Because of the activity at the park, the committee is looking at putting in a bathroom. 

Table and chairs have been purchased for the Farmers Market. 

Hamlet Park – the equipment has been selected----now in the process of getting a price to 

install it.  

There was a wedding at the park last weekend which was a great success. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Steve reported 623 news letters emailed, 409 opened (67%), 243 clicks (60%), 628 news 

letters sent, 369 opened (60%),  87 clicks (24%)   

The Emergency Management Plan  is a work in process. 

 

 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 



  

 

Regular Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board, June 24, 2014 (continued)                

 

HIGHWAY 

Councilman Barbato reported the committee ( Richard, Steve, and Carmen) met on the 

19
th

.  They decided to produce a quarterly fuel report  because the odometers don’t work 

in some of the trucks and some employees hold the button too long. 

Richard said they have about 10% of the dirt roads to clear yet. 

About 90% of the new speed signs are in place.   

The 284 agreement was discussed. Attorney Alford and Attorney Dow each requested an 

opinion from the State Comptroller.   Each received a different reply.  Richard is not 

signing the agreement as the wording has changed.  As an agreement cannot be reached,  

this matter is deferred to the Highway Committee to get information from all.  Come 

back next month with a conclusion. 

 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

Victor has been working on the drain at the basement door, but it just doesn’t drain. It 

looks like we will have to continue with the designed roof. 

Only two contractors have replied to our bid to put in new front stairs and railing.  They 

are Jeff Bud (railing) and Matt White’s lawn care men.  The job is so small no one wants 

it.  Art wants to call Mr. Kelleher at the County for the railings.  Augie said they have to 

match the railings we have. 

Councilman Sena made a motion we accept the bid for the railing for $1,800; have the 

Highway take out the old concrete;  replace the railing and stairs,  not to exceed $4,000. 

Victor will continue with window repairs and Mike will do the glazing. 

We need a new cleaner for the town hall and substation. 

 

 

INCREASE IN # ON BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW 

The Board agreed to change the number of members on the BAR from 3 to 5. 

There will be a public hearing scheduled for 6:45pm before the next meeting July 15
th

. 

After that a Local Law to change the number will be adopted.  Then the positions will be 

advertised. 

 

Correspondence 

New York State recommends reducing any increase on property taxes from 2% last year 

to 1.6% for 2014. 

CDPHP is requesting the State give them an increase of 15.7%. Our agent is looking for 

other companies. 

Now in the process of starting negotiations with the Union for the next 3 years. 

The County is looking into a self  insurance program. 

Art is petitioning to allow the towns to join the pool. 

 

Sidewalk 
DOT lost some of our paperwork……but found it. 

 

Ellen Levy would like to be on the agenda next month to discuss fair housing 

Pine Haven is still working on their future. 
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Business Alliance  

The Business Alliance is not asking the town for tax money but would like our support. 

Todd Wohlfarth, who is working with the Business Alliance, will work for  $1,000. 

Resolution 
On motion of Councilman Tiger, seconded by Councilman Sena, the following  

Resolution was             

 Adopted – vote – ayes  5  nays  0 

Resolved that we support the Business Alliance 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

On motion of Councilman Sena, seconded by Councilperson Jill Sims-Elster; the 

following resolution was 

                                       Adopted   vote  ayes  5  nays  0 
Resolved that this Board move into executive session to discuss employee matters. 

Time: 8:20pm 

 

CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
On motion of Councilman Tiger; seconded by Councilman Sena, the following resolution 

was 

                                     Adopted   vote  ayes  5  nays  0 
Resolved that this Board move out of executive session and return to the regular meeting. 

Time: 8:40pm 

 

    

PAY BILLS 
On motion of Councilman Barbato, seconded by Councilman Tiger, 

 the following resolution was  

                     Adopted       vote     ayes  5    nays  0 

Resolved to pay the bills in the following amounts: 

            General Fund                Voucher #120– 143                         $11,176.57                                                      

            Highway Fund              Voucher #101 – 119                        $72,685.17 

            RJPark Fund                 Voucher #RJP10-RJP18                  $ 1,700.25 

            Sewer Fund                   Voucher #SS21-SS25                     $  2,587.00 

            Street Lights                  Voucher #SL6                                $     638.73 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ruth Dodds, Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 


