
                                                                                                                       Amended July 2016    

Hillsdale Planning Board Minutes 

   May 9, 2016 

 

Present: Hank Henward, Chairman, Ellen Levy, Bud Gardner, 

 Patti Rohrlich, Mark Barbato and Richard Freiman. 

Deborah Bowen was excused. 

Veronique Fabio, Secretary, was present to record the minutes. 

Also Present:  Gretchen Stevens and Jeff Paige. 

Mr. Henward opened the meeting at 7:10 PM  

 

Public Hearing : 

Mr. Grosshandler, 288 White Hill Lane, Mayer,Tax Map # 127.-01-18 

&127.-01-17 

 Bill Stratton and Andrew McDonnell the builders were present. 

John Robinson, an abutter to Mr. Grosshandler’s property asked why 

the Planning Board was having a public hearing for this particular 

project. 

H.Henward responded that the property is located in the ROD zone 

therefor, the Planning Board makes sure that the project will not be 

visible on the ridge. The property is located at the end of White Hill 

Lane; it is the highest lot on the subdivision. 



H. Henward indicated that the project consists of a one story house 

with a walk out basement. 

In the audience, Mr. Peer-Nous and Mrs. Hayes from Massachusetts 

also abutters to the Grosshandler’s lot asked about the possibility of 

seeing the house from their 75 acres’ land, their home faces the ridge. 

 H. Henward explained that the project is located in a clearing and the 

Planning Board will review how the site will be treated, the house will 

be a dark color and only one story in height. 

Mr. Peer-Nous and Mrs. Hayes wanted to know if any additional 

clearing was planned. 

H. Henward indicated that there were rules and regulations, some 

areas are “no cut areas”. Some clean-up is allowed, he added that at 

this time the Planning Board is still waiting for more details, and all that 

can be certain is that the house will not be higher than 25’ to 29’. The 

maximum height for the area is 35’.  

A balloon test was suggested. 

H. Henward noted that the lot next to the subject property is owned by 

Mr.Coons , their project was visible from Crooked Hill.  

Mr. Grosshandler the applicant, indicated that the plans will be scaled 

down a bit from the original. No clearing is planned for the east edge, 

just a bit on the west for the septic system will be necessary. He 

confirmed that the finish siding on the house will be dark and that the 

house will not be tall. 

People in the audience were invited to come up and take a look at the 

plans. 



H. Henward noted that the Planning Board does not prevent 

development, it is here to make sure that the local code is respected. 

Ellen Levy asked which way will the house face and will water run-off 

be an issue? 

Bill Stratton responded that the house will be facing North and that the 

property is not steep. Also no black top or impermeable surfaces are 

planned, therefore run-off is not a concern. The windows will be of 

reasonable size, nothing extravagant. 

H. Henward questioned the statement made before about no clearing 

planned, he asked how they are going about building the house? 

Bill Stratton responded that a meadow already exists and the open 

space will be used for the house. 

H.Henward asked if anyone else had questions. He asked for a motion 

to have a balloon test on both ends of the projected house plans and 

reminded the builder to use a non-reflective siding. 

Bill Stratton will communicate to the Planning Board the available dates 

for the test. 

Ellen Levy asked for Gretchen Stevens’s comments on the application. 

Gretchen Stevens talked about the 600-foot-long driveway and its 

significant impact on the forest fragmentation. 

Mr. Grosshandler reminded Gretchen that the driveway is already in 

existence. 

The review on the application will continue and be on next month’s 

agenda. 



 Applications Review: 

Warren/Chi ,155 White Hill lane, Tax Map #127.1-15.1 
 Paul Warren was present and presented a sample of the material for 
the siding on the house. Members of the board approved of the colors; 
Sherwin Williams, house paint “Hill Country” as well as STO mix 82190-
509, 16152. 
Paul Warren reported that all recommendations were in place 
concerning the screening of the house with white pines and the 
stabilization of the soil and that the planting plan is on file at the 
Planning Board. 
Gretchen Stevens indicated that she has looked at the landscaping plan. 
Gretchen will take a second look at the site to assess implementation.  
The Planning Board will be in touch with Lee Heim; Code Enforcer 
following Gretchen Stevens’s approval of the landscaping. 
 
 
Green/Mayers, 37 Meadow Lane, Tax Map # 116.-2-24–ROD Site Plan-
Final Review 

 The applicant was given conditional approval subject to payment of 
outstanding bill from The Planning Board of $704.25. 
 
 
 Michael Mohr, 192 White Hill Lane,Tax Map # 127.-1-10.100  
 ROD Landscaping project 
Gretchen Stevens was on the site; The property is on a very steep slope. 
She noted that no cutting should be permitted on slopes of 25% or 
more. 
 A letter was sent to Mr. Mohr concerning slopes regulations and the 
report of the site visit from April 17, 2016. 
Gretchen indicated that the subject area is a young forest with mainly 
birch trees, the largest one being approximately 4” in diameter. Shrubs 
and various ferns were also observed on the slope. 



 
Internal business: 
A discussion went on regarding the withdrawal of the Music Festival 
application. 
 
 
The Meeting was adjourned on a motion from Richard Freiman, 
seconded by Bud Gardner at 8:15. 
 
 Next meeting June 13, 2016 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Veronique Fabio 


