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TOWN OF HILLSDALE 
BOARD MEETING 
October 11, 2016 

 
             
A regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town Board was held on Tuesday, October 11, 2016 at 
the Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: 
 
PRESENT:  Supervisor          Peter Cipkowski 
                   Councilperson   Steven Tiger 
                   Councilperson   Robina Ward 
                   Councilperson    Carmen Barbato 
                   Councilperson    Jill Sims - Elster 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Kathi Doolan, Town Clerk; Susan Stalker, Lorna Littleway, Richard 
Briggs, Ron Bixby, Jeff Paige, Joe Hanselman Jr.,  and two members of the public. 
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Town Supervisor Peter 
Cipkowski. 
 
Approve Minutes 
On motion of Councilperson Steve Tiger, seconded by Councilperson Robina Ward the 
following resolution was 
Adopted Vote  -  Ayes- 5 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Board meeting held on September 13, 
2016. 
 
Announcements/Correspondence 
 
Highway Supervisor Richard Briggs reported that his department has been working on 
laying gravel, culvert replacements, and mowing.  Last Sunday’s storm took down 15 
trees which needed to be cleaned up. 
Discussion regarding a budget appropriation in 2015 of $86,094 for Highway equipment 
which was to be transferred from the General Fund to the Highway Fund and was not 
executed.  The equipment, CAT, stump grinder and snow blower are needed by the 
Town. The Board will review minutes and videos of the discussions in 2015 and back to 
2014 and make a decision in the next Board meeting. 
 
No other reports from Committee members. 
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Supervisor Cipkowski reported the following: 
 
Economic Development - Steve Tiger will be coordinating a meeting October 27 at 2:00 
pm.  Jim LaPenn has resigned from the Committee. 
Hamlet Committee meeting this Saturday 9:30 am in the Town Hall. 
Housing Committee received a Grant for research to assess what the needs are for the 
community. 
 
New Business 
Ron Bixby reported on the success of the Farmer’s Market.  Three years ago it was 
moved from the Hamlet Park to the Harvest Barn.  The Market started with 15 vendors 
and in 2016 has 27. Three-quarters of the vendors are from the Hillsdale/Copake area 
specifically, and the rest are from the general area.  Results of the annual survey showed 
that many customers come every Saturday.  Some Saturdays there are 500 customers 
and on Holiday week-ends the number can grow to 1000.  When asked where they go 
when the leave the market, every customer said they shop somewhere else in town.  
Bixby stated there is a real benefit to having the market in the community.  Future 
growth will bring additional vendors, additional customers, and will make the market 
sustainable over time.  The market is run by volunteers.  New vendors need to apply and 
be approved.  Councilperson Sims-Elster suggested cross-marketing with local 
businesses in Hillsdale and Copake.  Bixby replied that local businesses underwrite the 
musician at the market and are promoted in the newsletter and on signs the day of their 
support.  
 
Public Comments 
Jeff Paige suggested hiring a Parking person to guide the customers through the lot. 
 
Discussion regarding the need to revisit Signs in the area near Cullin Square. Susan 
Stalker expressed her strong feelings that no signs should be posted.  The sidewalks will 
change the equation. 
 
Supervisor Cipkowski reported that results from the Budget Workshop show the 2016 
should be flat or slightly above projections.  There will be a Public Hearing for the 2017 
Budget November 8 at 6:30 pm before the regular Town Board meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
Supervisor Cipkowski reported that the Town received seven (7) requests for 
information pertaining to the Sidewalk bids.  The bids will be opened 11:00 am October 
20.  They will be analyzed over a period of a few weeks by GPI and the DOT and a 
decision should be made by the end of November. 
 
Pay Bills 
On a motion by Councilperson Barbato and seconded by Councilperson Sims-Elster to 
pay the bills as presented: 
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                                                               Vouchers # 
 
General Fund                                          962-981         $  8,345.33 
Highway Fund                                         474-485           17,901.39 
Parks & Recreation Fund                       154-159          $ 2,477.50 
Sewer Fund                                             129-132             1,751.90 
Lighting Fund                                          128                       555.62 
Motion Vote     Ayes 5  Nays 0       
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kathi Doolan 
Town Clerk 
                                                                       
 


