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                                                    TOWN OF HILLSDALE 
                                                       BOARD MEETING 
                                                      November 8, 2016 
 
             
A regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town Board was held on Tuesday, November 8, 2016 
at the Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: 
 
PRESENT:  Supervisor          Peter Cipkowski 
                   Councilperson   Steven Tiger 
                   Councilperson   Robina Ward 
                   Councilperson    Jill Sims – Elster 
 
ABSENT:   Carmen Barbato 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Kathi Doolan, Town Clerk; Hank Henward, Richard Briggs, Jeff Paige,  
Lorna Littleway. 
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Town Supervisor Peter 
Cipkowski. 
 
Approve Minutes 
On motion of Councilperson Steve Tiger, seconded by Councilperson Jill Sims-Elster the 
following resolution was 
Adopted Vote  -  Ayes- 4  Nayes – 0  Absent - 1 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Board meeting held on October 11, 2016. 
 
No Announcements/Correspondence 
 
Public Comments:   Richard Briggs asked if the State was going to do anything with the 
culverts and catch-basins where the sidewalks are going in.  Discussion regarding 
connecting the State-maintained catch-basin with the town and the State fixing broken 
pipes. 
 
Hank Henward commented on the Bridge now open on Route 21 and the problem with 
speeding and accidents.  Discussion regarding a letter from the Board to the Public 
Works Committee at the County Level. Supervisor Cipkowski will check on the latest 
process involved to change the speed limits in the surrounding area. 
 
Hank Henward also commented on the Planning Board activities.  Discussion regarding 
driveways that do not meet standards to allow emergency vehicles and making certain 
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the town not be liable when those emergency vehicles cannot get up the driveway 
because it is too steep. 
 
Department Heads and Committee Members: 
 
Economic Development - Steve Tiger reported that the EDC will meet next year to 
develop an Informational Center that will let visitors, as well as residents know the 
various things they can do and attractions they can visit in the area.  This would include 
brochures about the area, walking tours, a bike rack, etc. 
 
Infrastructure – Robina Ward reported there is an issue with the sewer behind 
Herrington’s.  There is a collapsed pipe and indications that there is a lack of connection 
that was to be done by the Town.  The Town is responsible for the repair bill. 
 
Ward also reported that the Town Hall will be decorated for Christmas and there will be 
a tree lighting the first Saturday of December. 
 
Supervisor Cipkowski reported that a Hamlet Committee meeting is scheduled for 
November 12 and the Historic District Committee is to meet in two weeks. 
Cipkowski also reported that the Friends of Eastgate was formed as a 501C3 and will 
soon be buying the Toll House. 
 
Housing Committee – Hank Henward reported that the Grant of $3,500 was awarded 
and is being used to hire a firm in Westchester County which will update the 
demographics of the area and conduct focus groups of people who might be interested 
in affordable housing.  Peter Cipkowski is attending a meeting in Copake November 9 
regarding Assisted Living and/or Senior Housing with a possibility of the Roe Jan School. 
 
New Business/Old Business 
 
Resolution:  Move $80,000 from the General Fund to the Highway Fund to facilitate 
the purchase of a multi-use piece of equipment with a trailer, stump grinder and 
machinery to clean the sidewalks. 
On a motion by Councilperson Ward and seconded by Councilperson Steve Tiger 
Adopted Vote:  Ayes – 4     Nayes – 0     Absent – 1 
 
 
Resolution to amend the budget with an increase for the Zoning and Planning Boards 
because of a change in the allocation of the Attorney bills. 
On a motion by Councilperson Sims-Elster and seconded by Councilperson Tiger 
Adopted Vote:  Ayes – 4    Nayes – 0     Absent – 1 
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Motion to accept the 2017 Budget as presented 
On a motion by Councilperson Sims-Elster and seconded by Councilperson Tiger 
Motion Vote:   Ayes – 4    Nayes – 0   Absent – 1 
 
Supervisor Cipkowski reported on the Sidewalk Project.  Four bids were opened.  The 
lowest bid came from a company in Schenectady.  We are recommending to the DOT 
that they accept the lowest bid.  The bids have not been awarded yet.  They are being 
evaluated by GPI. 
 
Pay Bills 
On a motion by Councilperson Ward and seconded by Councilperson Sims-Elster to pay 
the bills as presented: 
                                                               Vouchers # 
 
General Fund                                          1023-1066       $35,809.49   
Highway Fund                                             514-535         49,654.23  
Sewer Fund                                                141 - 148           4,430.10 
Lighting Fund                                                          4           1,298.74 
 
Motion Vote:   Ayes -5      Nayes-0     Absent-1    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kathi Doolan 
Town Clerk 
                                                                       
 


