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Public Hearing 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Purchase of Roe-Jan Library Building 

I. Call to order 

Proof of Notice having been furnished, the Public Hearing on the proposed purchase of 
the Roe-Jan Library Building in the Town of Hillsdale, NY,  was called to order by 
Supervisor Art Baer at 6:50 pm on May 19, 2009 in the Hillsdale Town Hall.   

II. Attending 
The following persons were present: Supervisor Baer, Board Members Ann Baldwin 
Carmen Barbato, Peter Cipkowski, and Augie Sena; Town Clerk Julie Kane; Town 
Attorney Nelson Alford; and 9 members of the public.   

III. Discussion 
Town Board member Peter Cipkowski informed the attendees that the Town Board was 
interested in purchasing the Roe-Jan Library building on Main Street in the Hamlet of 
Hillsdale.  He stated that it was an historic building that would work well as a future 
Town Hall with the current Town Hall serving as the Town Justice Court.  He added 
that the Board had met with Dennis Wedlick, AIA, to discuss the necessary remodeling 
and that this move would double the space available for Town government. 

George (Bud) Atwood asked what the capacity of the new building would be.  Mr. Baer 
responded that it would be between 85 and 100.  He added that issues related to costs, 
the use of the two buildings, and office personnel need to be considered.   

Mr. Baer continued that, for the last ten to 15 years, the Town had been accumulating 
funds dedicated to the purchase or building of a new town hall and that the fund now 
held approximately $240,000.  He explained that there was also $193,000 available in a 
non-dedicated building fund. 

Mr. Baer stated that the price for the Library Building was $245,000 as is and that the 
renovation had been estimated at $120,000 to $180,000.  He added that the Board had 
sent a non-binding letter of intent to purchase the building at the asking price to the 
Library Board and that they were inclined to accept the Town’s offer.  Mr. Baer 
concluded that withdrawing the funds from the dedicated fund would require a 
permissive referendum. 

Robina Ward asked whether some of the funds could be used to purchase renewable 
energy systems, and Mr. Baer replied that they could be used for that purpose for a 
town hall building. 

Jeff Paige asked how much land was included with the building, and Mr. Baer replied 
that it was 1.4 acres. 

David Ruede expressed his pleasure with this proposed move. 
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Mr. Paige stated that the price for the building and renovations seemed high.  Mr. Baer 
replied that it would cost about $90 per square foot and that one couldn’t build or 
renovate at that price.  Mr. Paige asked if any addition would be consistent with the 
existing architecture of the building, and Mr. Baer replied that it would. 

Bob Kessler asked what the next steps would be.  Mr. Baer replied that the Board 
would consider a resolution, subject to a permissive referendum, to purchase the 
building.  If 5% of Town voters in the last general election requested a full referendum, 
the question would go to the voters.  If not, funds would be available at the end of June.  
The Town would begin the due diligence process, including a Phase I environmental 
study with closing scheduled for some time in September.  The Library was planning to 
move into its new building some time in the spring of 2010. 

IV. Adjournment 
There being no further comment from the public, the Hearing was closed at 7:13 pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk 


