
Organizational Meeting, Hillsdale Town Board 
Friday, January 2, 2009 

I. Call to order,  
Supervisor Art Baer called to order the regular meeting of the Hillsdale Town 
Board at 3:09 pm on January 2, 2009, in the Hillsdale Town Hall.  The meeting 
began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. Attending 
The following persons were present: Supervisor Baer, Board Members Ann 
Baldwin, Carmen Barbato, Peter Cipkowski, and Augie Sena; Town Clerk Julie 
Kane, Highway Superintendent Richard Briggs, Planning Board Chair Hank 
Henward, Tax Collector Joe Hanselman; and 2 members of the public. 

III. Annual Resolutions 
Mr. Baer introduced the Annual Resolutions with a discussion of the plans for the 
Roeliff Jansen Park.  Because the Town Youth Program will be moved to the 
Roe-Jan Park, he and Mr. Cipkowski requested that Ms. Baldwin assist with the 
redesign of the program. 

On a motion by Mr. Cipkowski, seconded by Ms. Baldwin,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board: 
1. Resolved to make the following appointments for 2009: 

Deputy Supervisor Ann Baldwin 
Budget Officer Arthur Baer 
Town Attorney Nelson Alford, Jr. 
Accountant Mark Fitzgerald 
Building Inspector/CEO Glenn Smith 
Zoning Enforcement Officer Edward Ferratto 
Town Historian Herbert Parmet 
Dog Control Officer Daniel Reed 
Town Kennels Columbia – Greene Humane Society 
Town Constable Gerald Brusie 
Registrar of Vital Statistics Julie Kane 
Chair, Highway Committee Carmen Barbato 
Chair, Sewer Committee August Sena 
Chair, Parks and Recreation Committee Peter Cipkowski 
Chair, Communications Committee Ann Baldwin 
Youth Director Lauren Avenia 
Designated Official Newspaper  The Independent 
Designated Bank Depository First Niagara Bank 

 
2. Resolved to establish a reimbursement rate of $0.55 per mile for all official 

town business. 



3. Resolved to give the Highway Superintendent authority to purchase up to 
$1,500 in new equipment without the authorization of the Town Board. 

4. Resolved to give the Highway Superintendent permission to bid, as necessary, 
materials such as calcium chloride and gravel. 

5. Resolved to allow the Highway Superintendent to share equipment with other 
municipalities as necessary. 

6. Resolved to fix salaries and pay intervals for town employees and pay 
frequency for utility vendors as follows: 

Highway 
Superintendent 

Richard Briggs  $ 52,117.00 Bi-weekly 

Highway Employees Foreman $ 18.53/hour Bi-weekly 
 Deputy Hwy. Supt. $ 17.54/hour Bi-weekly 
 MEO $ 15.95/hour Bi-weekly 
 Laborer $ 15.18/hour Bi-weekly 
 Part-time Laborer $ 11.49/hour Bi-weekly 
Court Clerk & 
Assistant to the 
Assessor 

Jan Keefner $ 27,501 Bi-weekly 

Accountant Mark Fitzgerald $ 14,000 Monthly 
Assessor Pamela Cook $ 25903 Monthly 
Building Inspector / 
CEO 

Glenn Smith $ 20,000 Monthly 

CEO Clerk Ruth Dodds $ 16 / hour Monthly 
Dog Control Officer Daniel Reed $  3,000 Monthly 
Planning Secretary Theresa Kisselbrack $  4,797 Monthly 
Supervisor Arthur Baer $ 11,036 Monthly 
Tax Collector Joseph Hanselman, Jr. $  4,135 Monthly: Jan., 

Feb., Mar., 
Apr., Dec. 

Town Attorney Nelson R. Alford, Jr. $ 185/hour, litigation 
$ 175/hour, non-

litigation 

Monthly 

Town Clerk Julie Kane $ 15,991 Monthly 
Zoning Enforcement 
Officer 

Edward Ferratto $ 11,440. 
($20 per hr., 11 hrs. 

per wk.) 

Monthly 

Councilperson Carmen Barbato $  3,983 Quarterly 
Councilperson Ann Baldwin $  3,983 Quarterly 
Councilperson Peter Cipkowski $  3,983 Quarterly 
Councilperson August Sena $  3,983 Quarterly 
Town Justice Juliette Crill $ 8,927 Quarterly 
Town Justice Russ Immarigeon $ 8,927 Quarterly 
Youth Director Lauren Avenia $ 4,111 Quarterly 
Budget Officer Arthur Baer $ 500 Annually 
Constable Gerald Brusie $ 150 Annually 
Registrar of Vital 
Records 

Julie Kane $ 290 Annually 

Historian Herbert Parmet $ 200 Annually 
Board of 
Assessment Review 

Craig Norton 
Mary Ann Foote  
Frederick Laing 

$ 60 / meeting After 
grievance 



Telephone Town Hall, Garage, 
Justices, Emergency 
Line 

 When due 

Electric Town Hall, Garage, 
Street Lights, Ball Field 

 When due 

7. Resolved that all accounts must be submitted to the Board on a monthly basis. 

8. Resolved that bills must be presented no later than two (2) working days 
before the regular monthly business meeting. 

9. Resolved that regular Town Board meetings will be scheduled for the third 
Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm. 

IV. Contracts 
A. On a motion by Ms. Baldwin, seconded by Mr. Barbato,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board moved to authorize Mr. Baer to sign a contract with the Roe-Jan 
Young at Hearters to provide services for the Town’s senior citizens during 
2009. 

B. On a motion by Mr. Cipkowski, seconded by Mr. Barbato,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board moved to authorize Mr. Baer to sign a contract with the Columbia 
Greene Humane Society to provide shelter for dogs picked up by the Town’s 
Animal Control Officer during 2009. 

 

V. Other Business 
 
A.  Sewer District:  Mr. Baer announced that a Board of Commissioners for the 

Hamlet Sewer District would need to be appointed within the next month and 
would consist of district residents and a member of the Town Board. 

B. Mr. Baer announced that, as of January 1, the Planning Board and the Zoning 
Board of Appeals each have an open position to be filled.  He authorized the 
Town Clerk to advertise these openings. 

C. Mr. Baer stated that there was currently approximately $90,000 in the Parks 
Fund. 

D. Ms. Baldwin noted that there were two errors in minutes of previous Board 
meeting. 



On a motion by Ms. Baldwin, seconded by Mr. Barbato,  

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays, 

the Board moved to modify Section III of the minutes of the November 14, 
2008, Special Meeting to read “by using 30% of the Town’s fund balance 
($200,000)” and to modify Section V(e) of the minutes of the August 19, 
2008, Regular Meeting to read, “Ms. Baldwin… said that she would increase 
the print run for 2008 to 40 – 50 copies [of the Town Newsletter}.” 

E. David Ruede asked the Board about the status of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail.  
Mr. Baer replied that there is no activity at the present time and that he was 
not sure why.  He added that the State is involved with the Trail because they 
maintain it but that there are various other groups that support it.  He 
concluded that there are many things the state level that are currently inactive 
because of the ongoing financial crisis. 

F. Mr. Cipkowski stated that he would like the Board to reopen consideration of 
purchasing the Library Building for a future Town Hall.  He added that he is 
still waiting for the Library Board to provide a current appraisal of the 
Building.  Mr. Baer responded that the Board will continue to consider this 
proposal. 

VI. Adjournment 
On a motion of Mr. Barbato, seconded by Mr. Cipkowski,   

Adopted by a vote of a vote of 5 ayes and 0 nays: 

Supervisor Baer adjourned the meeting at 3:52 pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Julie Kane, Hillsdale Town Clerk 


