
DRONE REGISTRATION 

Quick Facts. 

https://drone-registration.net/ 

 

Who is required to have a registration & label? 

All aircraft weighing more than 0.55 pounds (250 grams) and less than 55 pounds (approx. 25 kilograms), 

including payloads such as on-board cameras, must be registered, and properly labeled 

Why do I need to register? 

Federal law requires aircraft registration. Registration helps ensure safety – for you, others on the ground, 

and manned aircraft. UAS pose new security and privacy challenges and must be traceable in the event of 

an incident. It will also help enable the return of your UAS should it be lost. 

When must I register? 

You must register prior to operating the UAS outdoors. 

Owners using the model aircraft for hobby or recreation will only have to register once and may use the 

same identification number for all of their model UAS. The registration is valid for three years. 

Under this rule, owners who previously operated an unmanned aircraft exclusively as a model aircraft prior 

to December 21, 2015, must register no later than February 19, 2016. Owners of any other UAS purchased 

for use as a model aircraft after December 21, 2015 must register before the first flight outdoors. Owners 

may use either the paper-based process or the new streamlined, web-based system.  

Owners using the new streamlined web-based system must be at least 13 years old to register. 

What is the penalty for failing to register? 

Failure to register an aircraft may result in regulatory and criminal sanctions. The FAA may assess civil 

penalties up to $27,500. Criminal penalties include fines of up to $250,000 and/or imprisonment for up to 

three years. 

If I'm just flying it for fun in my yard, do I have to register it? 

Yes, if the UAS weight is within the stated weights for registration. All owners of small UAS weighing 

more than 250 grams (0.55 lbs.) and less than 55 lbs. must register using this new system. 

Will an operator be required to have proof of registration while operating the UAS? 

Yes. You will be required to have your FAA registration certificate in your possession when operating your 

unmanned aircraft. 
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Do I need a 333 exemption? 

If you plan to use your drone for profit you will need to file for an 333 exemption. 

We can assist you with your 333 exemption filing. 

How long does it take to receive my registration label ? 

Orders are processed in the sequence in which they arrive 

Can you just make my label?  

Absolutely. You may visit the FAA to apply for your registration and send us your registration number 

once received so that we can make your label. 
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